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My “High School to College” Checklist
9th Grade

· Start thinking about career possibilities.

· Meet with your high school guidance counselor for information about careers and what classes you should plan on taking during high school.

· Earn the best grades possible! Your grades during high school will play a BIG part in what college you can get into and the scholarships you can earn.

· Get involved in community work or other kinds of volunteering. Not only is it good for others, it’s good for you—and, it will look great on your college application.

· Do you have a Social Security number? If not, apply for one!

· Save money NOY to pay for school LATER.

· Talk to you parents about college and what, if any, financial help they can give you.

· Begin researching financial aid options. It’s not too early to start applying for scholarships!

10th Grade

· Start thinking about finding the right college for you. What kinds of schools are out there? What kind of school do you want to attend? What are your preferences for a college and which ones fit the bill?

· Prepare for the SAT by taking the PSAT.

· Keep your grades UP! 

· Continue to save your money—do you have enough to invest?

· Continue researching financial aid options. Keep track of your findings in a handy-dandy spreadsheet or binder.

· Does your high school offer Advanced Placement (AP) classes or exams for college credit? Talk to your college counselor to put them into your 4-year plan!

11th Grade

· Research colleges in more depth. Call, write, or e-mail each school for more information, including admissions information, accreditation, and degrees offered. If they send you materials, organize them in a binder or file to refer to and compare later.

· Find out about costs, including tuition, room and board, fees, and books. You can save time by signing up for a college information website like CollegeBoard.com!

· Make a list of important deadlines for college admission and financial aid applications.

· Get registration materials and test dates for the ACT and/or SAT. Take practice exams and start studying test material if possible (many study guides are available for free at your local library!).

· Visit several of your top college choices to get a feel for which school is right for you. If you can’t visit in person, find out if the college has a virtual tour online. Check in with South Central Scholars staff or other organizations if you can sign up for college visits.

· Sign up for South Central Scholars’ College Fair and Liberal Arts summit! They are held every October!

· Contact colleges and financial aid organizations (i.e. EdFund, www.edfund.org) for more information about financial assistance. Look up scholarships and start applying! 

· Start your admission essays! Contact your college counselor and South Central Scholar staff for advice and feedback.
12th Grade

· Stay focused! Do not give in to senioritis, your grades are as important if not MORESO in your senior year!

· Ask teachers, employers, clergy, or other significant adults for any letters of recommendation you may need.

· Narrow your college choices to the ten or twelve you like best and keep track of your findings. How much does it cost to go there? How generous is the financial aid? Does it offer the course of study you want? What do current students say about the college? Recent graduates? You can get this information and more from South Central Scholars. Also take a look at the No Loan College list on the website for a list of colleges that offer little to no undergraduate study loan packages.

· Finalize your college “wish list.” This should be composed of 4 Safety schools (schools that you can absolutely get into, such as state colleges and universities), 4 Probably Admittance schools (schools like national colleges that are competitive but you are at or above the requirements), and 4 Reach schools (schools like ivy league or liberal arts colleges that demand more competitive requirements).

· Finalize your admissions essays.

· If you are not satisfied with your SAT and/or ACT scores, retake them! If at all possible, take them in the Fall, don’t wait until Spring.

· Apply for admission based on your finalized “wish list.” See which ones have fee waivers that you can qualify and apply for. 

· With your family’s help, gather your financial records, including earnings, Social Security, veteran’s payments, current bank statements, and investment information.

· Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA) and file it as soon as you can after January 1st. Attend a financial aid workshop through South Central Scholars (normally offered in February). Consider all of your options for paying for school. Find out about scholarships and grants before you apply for student loans. 
· Make sure you apply for the South Central Scholars’ Scholarship Program!

· Keep track of all your deadlines such as applications, test(s), and financial aid.

· Keep photocopies of EVERYTHING that you send out.

· Respond promptly to any requests for additional information from colleges or financial aid offices.

· Evaluate any financial aid offers carefully. Ask South Central Scholars staff for help in comparing.

· Start hunting for summer work or an internship. Make a list of companies you would want to work for.

· Decide which college you’ll attend and send in any forms or deposits by the deadline.

· Sign and return your college’s financial aid offer, noting the parts you accept and those you decline.

· If other schools have accepted you, notify them that you won’t be attending.

· In May or June of your senior year, have your final grade transcript sent to your college.

· GRADUATE!
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